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tect the south-eastern coast, aud the king, unwilling to pit his foreign
mercenaries against their fellows, withdrew to Winchester. The legate
landed about the same time to play a political role which was to become
increasingly important in what he regarded as a papal fief.

It would be unprofitable to describe the events of the next six months.
Louis' arrival was sufficient to restore the confidence of the opposition
but insufficient to prevent general disorder.  At first his success was
striking. He retook Rochester and occupied Winchester. Insurgents who
had begun parleys with John renewed the attack, and John was at last
deserted by the Earls of Arundel and Warenne, whose lands were in
danger, and, for a time, even by the Earl of Salisbury and William of
Aumale.  But the military position soon reached a deadlock. John had
reorganised his forces in the south-western counties and left them suf-
ficiently sbrong to enable him to harry the northern midlands. Apart
from fugitive successes at Exeter and Worcester, Louis1 efforts were con-
fined to the south-east, and the efforts of the northern and East Anglian
barons to haphazard local attacks.  Alexander of Scotland braved the
risks of a journey to join the invader, to whom he did homage, but gave
little effective help, and was kept in check in the north by Robert of
Vieuxpont in Westmorland and Cumberland, and Hugh of Balliol and
Philip of Ulecot at Durham.  In the midlands the great royal castles
Windsor, Nottingham, Newark stood firm, and when John died at Newark,
Hubert de Burgh was still holding Dover, "the Key of England," against
the prolonged siege by Louis.  The king's last days were spent in an orgy
of reckless ferocity in the fenlands and Lincolnshire.  His energy was still
as great as ever, but his self-control had gone.  At Lynn he was seized
with an acute attack of dysentery, and, a sick man, insisted on crossing
the Wash without waiting for the tide to recede. Although he managed
to struggle to the Cistercian abbey of Swineshead, his baggage-train and
treasure were lost in the quicksands.  He died at Newark on 19 October
1216, after making an edifying will on a dignified deathbed; and his
body was taken for barial to Worcester to lie under the protection of
St Wulfstan. The leadership against the excommunicated invaders and
rebels came to the more temperate and capable hands of the legate and
the Marshal.

They faced a country full of disorder, in which the only signs of
capacity, if we except the conduct of Hubert de Burgh at Dover, were
shewn by isolated confederacies of knights or burgesses and by mercenary
captains who had no ideas beyond the maintenance of the strongholds
entrusted to them and the satisfaction of their desires. The administra-
tion had broken down, the records of the Exchequer, including the
Charter of Liberties, were in the possession of Louis. The last audit of
the reign, recorded on the Pipe Roll of 16 John, began in the autumn
of 1214, and the last royal mandate to the barons of the Exchequer was
issued on 8 September 1215, just before hostilities began. It is unlikely